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20 years with the purpose of providing oppor-
tunities to children with disabilities and their 
families. His hard work has gained him the ad-
miration of many, and he is an excellent 
choice to represent the spirit of friendship. 

First awarded in 1964, the title of ‘‘Mr. 
Amigo’’ is an annual tribute to an outstanding 
Mexican citizen who has made a lasting con-
tribution during the previous year to inter-
national solidarity and goodwill. ‘‘Mr. Amigo’’ 
acts as an ambassador between the United 
States and Mexico and presides over the an-
nual Charro Days Fiesta. 

Charro Days dates back to 1937, when the 
citizens of Brownsville organized the event in 
the midst of the Great Depression to celebrate 
the cultural heritage shared between Browns-
ville and its sister city across the Rio Grande, 
Matamoros. The first Charro Days celebration 
featured a parade with horse-drawn floats and 
participants dressed in traditional Mexican 
costumes reminiscent of charros, or Mexican 
cowboys. 

From these humble beginnings, Charro 
Days has evolved into a multi-day event, 
which includes dances, fiestas, a children’s 
parade, and the Grand International Parade. 
Thousands of participants from both sides of 
the border celebrate these traditions each 
year. 

The 80th annual Charro Days celebration 
commenced on February 19th, with a grito, or 
celebratory yell, and on February 25th, the 
Mayor of Brownsville and the Mayor of Mata-
moros met at the Gateway International Bridge 
to extend their hands across the border, sym-
bolizing the friendship between the two cities. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity 
to honor the Charro Days Fiesta and for join-
ing me in recognizing the importance of this 
annual celebration, which continues to 
strengthen the relationship between Browns-
ville and Matamoros, and the bonds between 
the United States and Mexico. 
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Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Greensburg Community High School on 
its 2017 IHSAA Class 3A Sectional 29 cham-
pionship in boys’ basketball. 

The Pirates faced off against the Lawrence-
burg Tigers on their home court and defeated 
them 55–41. 

I am proud of these young men for not only 
their remarkable win, but also for the Hoosier 
sportsmanship that they displayed throughout 
this exciting season. I want to commend 
Coach Stacy Meyer as well as all of the as-
sistant coaches who led these young men to 
victory. 

Congrats, Pirates. 
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Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Michael ‘‘Mike’’ Balistriere who is re-
tiring from Milwaukee Area Labor Council on 
March 17, 2017. Mike is a labor leader, vet-
eran, father and advocate. 

Mike Balistriere has been a proud union 
member since 1969 when he began his career 
at Evinrude Motors. Mike served in Vietnam 
as a United States Marine from 1969–1971 
and returned to Evinrude after his service. He 
became an active member with the United 
Steelworkers (USW) Local 1302, while at 
Evinrude and was elected Chief Steward in 
1974 and served on the bargaining committee 
for 15 years. As a member of USW Local 
1302, Mike served on a variety of committees 
at the behest of his union. 

Mr. Balistriere was called upon by his Inter-
national Union to help with the Firestone/ 
Bridgestone strike as part of a statewide com-
mittee. The United Steelworkers won that hard 
fought fight benefiting the workers which led to 
the merger of the United Steelworkers and 
Rubber Workers. In 1997, Mike left Evinrude 
to assume the position of Community Service 
Liaison at the United Way of Greater Mil-
waukee and later for the Milwaukee Area 
Labor Council. 

In his position as Community Service Liai-
son, Mr. Balistriere has served as a member 
of the AFL-CIO Union Veterans Council, Co- 
Founder of the Veterans Community Relations 
Team, and Treasurer for the War Memorial 
Board. Further, he worked closely with the 
HIRE Center, Wisconsin Election Protection, 
and chaired the St. Bens Annual Cook Out for 
the Milwaukee Area Labor Council, United 
Way of Greater Milwaukee and Waukesha 
County for the past 10 years. 

Some of Mike’s notable achievements in-
clude preventing the hostile takeover of the 
Milwaukee County War Memorial, moving the 
statue of General MacArthur to the lakefront, 
meeting with the Japanese, Korean, Aus-
tralian, and the Philippines consulates in Chi-
cago about the Gen. MacArthur Memorial 
Lakefront Event. One of Mike Balistriere’s 
proudest moments was to lead the recitation 
of the Pledge of Allegiance before President 
Barack Obama speeches at both the Bradley 
Center and Laborfest. 

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to 
know Mike Balistriere and work with him for 
many years on labor issues, veterans’ issues 
and voting rights. I join with friends and his 
wife, Cindy and children Rebecca, Michael Jr., 
Sarah, and Nathan to congratulate him as he 
transitions into a different phase of his life. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Mike 
Balistriere and to call him friend. The citizens 
of the Fourth Congressional District and the 
State of Wisconsin are privileged to have 
someone of ability and dedicated service 
working on their behalf for so many years. I 
thank him for all that he has done. I am hon-
ored for these reasons to pay tribute to Mike 
Balistriere. 
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Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Olmito Water Supply Corporation, Inc. 
on their 50th year of service. 

Olmito Water Supply Corporation (WSC) 
was certified as a non-profit in 1967 and is lo-
cated in Cameron County. For 50 years, the 
leadership of its Board of Directors and dedi-
cation of its employees has brought vital serv-
ices to the region. Since its foundation, the 
corporation has provided safe tap water and 
sanitary sewer service to the rural community 
of Olmito, Texas. 

Today, Olmito WSC has established 2,175 
water connections that serve over 8,000 
‘colonia’ residents. Colonias are unincor-
porated settlements along the U.S.-Mexico 
border that lack living necessities such as po-
table water, sewer systems, electricity, paved 
roads, and sanitary housing. The corporation’s 
ability to provide clean water and sanitary 
sewer service has raised the quality of life for 
residents, and has laid the infrastructure for 
the creation of new subdivisions and commer-
cial establishments in the area. 

The Olmito Water Supply Corporation has 
made a lasting, positive impact on our com-
munity, and it will continue to play a critical 
role in the improvement of South Texas. I rise 
today to congratulate the Olmito Water Supply 
Corporation as it celebrates 50 years of suc-
cess. 
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Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Dr. Lester Irwin Tenney of Carlsbad, Cali-
fornia, who recently passed away on February 
24, 2017 at the age of 96. I am proud to rec-
ognize his memory as his Congressman and 
admire his life’s work to strengthen ties with 
our allies in Japan. 

Dr. Tenney served our nation during World 
War II on the 192nd Tank Battalion in the Phil-
ippines. Immediately following the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, his battalion continuously fought 
against the Japanese assault until his com-
manders surrendered on April 9, 1942. He be-
came a Prisoner of War and survived the infa-
mous Bataan Death March, while thousands 
of his American and Filipino counterparts per-
ished. He was then forced to work in a Japa-
nese coal mine until the conclusion of the war. 
Upon returning to the U.S., Dr. Tenney studied 
business at San Diego State University, taught 
finance at Arizona State University, and start-
ed his own financial planning firm. 

After publishing his memoirs documenting 
the atrocities he experienced as a POW, Dr. 
Tenney made it his mission to forgive his cap-
tors and establish friendships with Japanese 
citizens. As national commander of the De-
fenders of Bataan and Corregidor, he met the 
Japanese Ambassador to the United States, 
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